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Hosea 11: 1-11 
Psalm 107: 1-9,43 
Colossians 3: 1-11 
Luke 12: 13-21 
 

This morning I’d like to start with a garden report. This weekend 
Doug and I did a good amount of work around the yard and vegetable 
gardens: I pulled the garlic and started to clean them up for storage for the 
coming year, picked over the first tomatoes, picked over the beans, and did 
a lot of weeding! It is simply amazing how many weeds can spring up 
from week to week—the garden needs constant attention to this.  

And this is not a bad metaphor for some of the content and tone of 
our readings this morning. For weeks now we’ve been hearing Amos and 
Hosea warning Israel about its apostasy, and allowing weeds to grow up, if 
you will, but this morning we hear this lovely voice of Yahweh in love with 
the people of Israel and longing to be back in communion with them, and 
promising that in spite of everything, Yahweh will stay faithful to them, 
Yahweh will ‘tend their garden’. 

Paul, in his letter to the Colossians encourages us to ‘seek the things 
above, where Christ is seated’, and to not become entangled with the 
weeds of this world. We are encouraged to put to death: fornication, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, greed (‘which is idolatry!’); anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and abusive language. He calls us to put on the new self, 
and your old self has died and is hidden with Christ in God. This is 
mystical Paul at his best. He sees and knows from his practice in prayer 
that the Christ is more than Jesus, and now we too are so much more—
wrapped and infused with ‘the Christ’ who is in all, through all, and above 
all. Paul’s notion of the Christ, if you read him carefully, is of this cosmic 
force, one with God, who is knowable, and permeates all that is. In our 
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language this conjures notions and imagery in our minds of ‘the Spirit of 
Christ’. And herein we see the limits of our language and metaphors as we 
attempt to understand our language around the Trinity. 

Would that there was more teaching on this call to the higher self, 
one with this Christ. -“seek the things that are above, where Christ is….set 
your minds on things that are above”.  

You may ask, well, isn’t this escaping into spirituality, when what is 
needed is action. No, it is not, and it is not a binary choice—either/or. For 
people who are rooted and grounded in Christ are people who take action 
for the right reasons, with clear thinking, and a resolve that goes beyond 
how one feels at the moment. Think Martin Luther King Jr., Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Mother Theresa. 

Finally, we have the gospel and Jesus’ warning about the spirit of 
greed. Greed is a most pernicious weed! I have to admit to squirming a bit 
in studying this passage. The whole thing about the guy building bigger 
barns hit a bit close to home because Doug and I still hope to build a barn 
on our property someday ---but it’s not to store our wealth, but hopefully a 
few cows or sheep!—wealth to farmers, I suppose! 

You’ll notice in Paul mention in the reading from Colossians he calls 
greed ‘idolatry’, for truly, those who are caught in its grasp begin to 
worship wealth and will do anything to get more. A study of CEO’s over 
the last 50 years is a case in point. I remember reading somewhere that the 
horrendous rise in CEO salaries was partly, if not primarily, driven by 
greed wedded to envy. Some CEOs admitted that their compensation 
demands were largely driven not by a need for more money, but by 
wanting to make more than what they heard some of their CEO colleagues 
were getting. 

And Jesus says, in the story, “You fool, this very night your life is 
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be? So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 
not rich toward God.” 

So, are you rich toward God? Do you strive to shake of the weeds 
that ensnare you in your lower self? Do you cultivate a garden rich toward 
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God? Because, who knows, maybe your life will be demanded of you 
today. 

This came home to me in a simple but stark way after moving to our 
home up here. Doug was getting ready to go to the transfer station and 
asked if it was time to get rid of the wheel chair. This was a beat up old 
wheelchair that my dad had used in the basement of their barn to scoot 
around on that level. There was an ‘electric chair’ that would take him to 
the basement of the barn and he’d sit in the wheel chair and scoot around 
in his shop down there. After he died and we moved mother close to us in 
Boscawen, I brought it over to our house and used it to bring mom up from 
the car to the back of the house—it was just too long of a walk for her. Well, 
as we got ready to lift it into Doug’s truck I pretty much dissolved into 
tears and then he did too. Isn’t it something how odd little things like that 
can rip open the scar of grief…..not bad in itself because it wasn’t about a 
gold wheelchair, just an old beat up one that was symbolic of something, 
but still an attachment to things. 

Being confronted with our own mortality, as Jesus used it in this 
parable, is a strong corrective to becoming attached to the things of this 
world. When we learn this lesson, we have learned the value of weeding 
our own spiritual garden, so that fruit and vegetables may grow for the 
glory of God!....and, just as importantly, we can share the produce which 
would be the opposite of all those things that Paul named in the portion of 
his letter to the Colossians read this morning. And, please God, the more of 
us who do that and live that, the more it creates a culture in our country 
that affects all of us, and sets a tone for what we expect from each other 
and our leaders. 


