
  THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
(You are invited into silence to prepare for worship.) 

Prelude                    
 
Hymn  Come, thou long expected Jesus                                         66, Hymnal  
 
Opening Acclamations                              BCP, 355 
 Presider:  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
 People:    You come to your people and set them free. 

 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Prayer 
O come, O come Emmanuel         (v. 1 & 2)                 56, Hymnal 
 

 
Presider and People                                                                                  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 8 am  Third Song of Isaiah—Surge, illuminare                               BCP, 87 
 
10 am Hymn of Praise:  Hark!  The glad sound! (v. 1 & 4)       72, Hymnal 
 
Presider:  God be with you.    People:    And also with you.      
Presider:  Let us pray. 
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Collect of the Day:  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
An introduction: Isaiah wrote these verses about 740 BC, a time when spirits were low 
in Judah: Assyrian armies were bent on conquest, and many people doubted God's power 
to preserve the dynasty of David in accordance with his promise. The prophet foretells a 
time when all peoples will make pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  It will be an age of peace and 
plenty: warfare being a thing of the past, agriculture will prosper. He ends with an 
invitation to walk ‘in the light of the Lord!’ 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah [2:1-5] 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days 
to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream 
to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord! 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  Response: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 122 
1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
 “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
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2 Now our feet are standing * 
 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
 that is at unity with itself; 
4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, * 
 the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord. 
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
 the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
 “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls * 
 and quietness within your towers. 
8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 
 I pray for your prosperity. 
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
 I will seek to do you good.” 
 

An introduction:  In this passage from the letter to the Romans, we hear one of the 
great themes of Advent—to ‘awake’ to Christ and power of his truth and the truth of 
his calling. He also uses the metaphor of light as in the Isaiah passage, but references 
it as the ‘armor of light’. 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome [13:11-14] 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  Response: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Hymn  Rejoice, rejoice believers  (v. 1 & 2)            68, Hymnal 
 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew [24:36-44]    
Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said to his disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will 
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
   Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Gospel Hymn  Rejoice, rejoice believers    (v. 3)                                   68, Hymnal 
 

Sermon                                                                 The Reverend Curtis Metzger 
There may follow a period of silence 

 
Advent Prayers of the People     
Taken and adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa 
 
Beloved God, we thank you for giving power through your Spirit to reveal your 
life to the world; strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by word 
and example.    (Pause for intercessions/silence)   
We are your Church, O God.  Guide us in your grace. 
 
We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to 
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cherish and protect; nourish in us your love for all you have made.     (Pause)   
We are your stewards, O God.    Guide us in your grace. 
 
Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and shape the patterns of 
our communal and economic life, that all people may share in the 
fulfillment of your creative work.  In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Londonderry.  In our Anglican cycle of 
prayer, we pray for The Nippon Sei Ko Kai.   (Pause)   
We are your servants, O God.       Guide us in your grace. 
 
Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people; in those we love easily and 
those with whom we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar 
to us.  (Pause)   
We are made in your image, O God.       Guide us in your grace. 
 
We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people. 
Free us from lack of vision, from inertia of will and spirit. By your life-
giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation and oppression, redeem and restore 
us.    (Pause)  
You are the life within us, O God.    Guide us in your grace. 
 
We thank you for the gift of our lives, with all its blessings and sorrows. 
Shield the joyous, comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble. 
As we observe World AIDS day this week, we remember all who are living 
with HIV/AIDS.  We remember those on our prayer list, and especially 
these people this week, please join me in saying their names: George 
Ekwall, Karen Griswold, Rebecca Hill-Larsen, Rick Phillips, Shari Moore, 
Toni McGuire, Charlena McDufford, Andrew Rich, Rick Losh, Reathel 
Bean, Kelly Dyan, Dottie Herbert, Stuart Hartford, Jackie Rogers, Liam 
Ferguson, Bunny Stoddard, Xondra Smith, Deb McKinley, Noreen Watts, 
Sherry Sachritz, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Peter, Tony Garges, Karen Cheney, 
and Valerie Munday. 
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We remember those who are now in the nearer presence of God, 
especially all those who have died serving their country; and we pray 
that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one 
unending song of praise.  
In you alone we have eternal life, O God.    Guide us in your grace. 
 
Presider:  We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, 
the source of all that is true and holy, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Deacon:  What does the Lord require of us but to do justice and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God?  Trusting then in 
the love of God, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor: 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing 
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in 
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that 
we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

The Absolution 
 

The Peace  
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory 
 

At the Presentation of our offering,  
 8 am  All things come of thee, O Lord.   
            And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
         
10 am Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding (v. 1 & 5)                         59, 
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Hymnal 
   

         Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding,  “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say; 
             “Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day.” 
         Honor, glory, might, and blessing, to the Father and the son, 
              With the everlasting Spirit, while unending ages run. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 2         Enriching Our Worship 
   Presider:  The Lord be with you.       
   People:    And also with you. 
   Presider:  Lift up your hearts.       
   People:    We lift them to the Lord. 
                      Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   People:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of 
life abundant.  From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit 
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and 
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your 
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your 
love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise 
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):   
 
Presider and People    Tune: Jerusalem my happy home       620, Hymnal 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Presider continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the 
holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts 
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, 
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper 
was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Now gathered at your table, O God 
of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is 
to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 
sacrifice. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 
us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to 
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ 
and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.  (sung at 10am, S146) 
 
 
 
 

Page 8 



The Lord’s Prayer                           BCP, 364   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 Breaking of the bread 
 Presider:  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
 People:     We who are many are one body,  
       for we all share in the one bread. 
 
The Invitation 
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God: take them in remembrance that 
Christ lived, taught, died, and rose for you; and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith and with thanksgiving. 
 
All are welcome at God’s holy table. If you wish to receive a blessing and not the bread, 
please come to the rail and cross your arms or ask. Gluten-free wafers are available, please 
ask at the altar rail.  If you brought your own bread or picked up a host container, you 
may consume the Host (bread) now. We are now offering the consecrated wine in small 
cups at the altar rail for any who would like to receive it. Take your time at the altar rail 
as you may need, and deposit the glass cup in the basin by the lectern on your way back to 
the pew. 
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Hymn during Communion     Christ be our Light                    Jim Roan, Cantor 

Prayer after Communion    
Adapted from Celtic Benediction by J. Philip Newell 

 

For the first showings of the morning light and the emerging outline of the day, 
thanks be to you, O God.  For earth’s brightness drawn forth by the sun, its 
brilliance piercing clouds of darkness and shimmering on the snow and icy 
waters, thanks be to you. Show to me this day, amidst life’s dark streaks of wrong 
and suffering, the light that endures in every person.  By the grace of this Holy 
Communion, dispel the confusions that cling close to my soul, that I may see with 
eyes washed by your grace, that I may see myself and all people with eyes cleansed 
by the freshness of the new day’s light.                 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn  How bright appears the Morning Star                               497, Hymnal 
 
Dismissal        Response: Thanks be to God.   
  
(You are invited to stay for the organ postlude or go directly out for our coffee hour.) 
 
Postlude   

WELCOME GUESTS! Please join us for light refreshments 
 in the Fellowship Room!              
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Music copied under OneLicense.net—License # A-714431 

 
 

 
Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Jack & Karen 

Ernsberger in thanksgiving for family, friends, and each other. 
 
 

   
 
 

Jack & Karen Ernsberger, Shep & Betsy 
Holcombe, and Carl Steiki & Heidi Kuhland 

 

 

 

                   Mary Ann Butson 

 

 

 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
TODAY       Coffee Hour following the 10:00 am service, Fellowship Room  
                                11:30 am—12:15 pm, Christmas Choir rehearsal 
                                                         

Tue., Nov. 29th       11:00 am, Centering Prayer 
                                 5:00 pm, Dinner Bell, sponsored by St. Rose of Lima 

 
Wed., Nov. 30th       NOON, St. Andrew the Apostle, Eucharist service 
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In the Diocese of New Hampshire:  The Rt. Reverend A. Robert Hirschfeld , Bishop 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 35 School Street, Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 

Tel:  603-444-3414              web: allsts.org            email: allstslittleton@allsts.org 
Office hours:  Mon—Thurs 9:00 am—1:00 pm & Fri 9:00 am—Noon 

 

The Reverend Curtis Metzger, Rector                The Reverend Paul Higginson, Deacon 
Sheelagh Higginson, Senior Warden                           Lisa Beausoleil, Junior Warden 
Verna White, Administrative Assistant                         Jim Roan, Organist 

Joyce Roy, Organist Emeritus             
 

The Mission of All Saints’ Episcopal Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ by prac-
ticing our Christian faith through prayer and acts of love and unconditional kindness. 
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider:  The Rev. Curtis Metzger                          Deacon:  Paul Higginson 

Readers:       8:00 Paul Lister                  10:00  Michael Claflin 
                    Nancy Hubley 
Intercessor:  8:00 Anthony Rodrigues   10:00  Olivia Garfield 
Acolyte:        8:00 Anthony Rodrigues             10:00  Victoria Cole 

Usher:  Fred Anderson               Music: Jim Roan, Organist 
Altar Guild:  Mel Harding & Donna Alexson 

Coffee Hour:  Elaine Winters & Deb 
Davison 

 
 


