ALL SAINTS ’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 8, 2022

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
(You are invited into silence to prepare for worship.)

Prelude

Hymn Sing ye faithful
Opening Sentences
Presider
People

Year C

492, Hymnal
BCP, 355

Alleluia, Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

Presider and People Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
8 am Gloria
10 am Gloria

BCP, 356
Yellow Card

Collect of the Day
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow
where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
An introduction: In this passage, Peter is visiting followers of Jesus near modern Tel Aviv.
He healed a paralyzed man in Lydda, and word spread, so he was asked to come to Joppa
to see if he could do anything about a faithful woman who just died. “Tabitha”, an
Aramaic name, and “Dorcas”, a Greek name, both mean gazelle. Peter’s healing of
Tabitha is reminiscent of Jesus’ healing of Jairus’ daughter, when he said ‘little girl, arise’.
Peter stays in Joppa for some time with Simon the tanner. We do not know whether Simon

is a Christian, but as a tanner he would have been considered ritually unclean under Jewish
law. Peter has begun to disregard Jewish practices.
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles [9:36-43]
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up
and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All
the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then
he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.”
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This
became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. Response: Thanks be to God
Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 You make me lie down in green pastures *
and lead me beside still waters.
3 You revive my soul *
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; *
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you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
An introduction: What will happen at the end of time? Will our persecutors be brought to
justice? Will God really give us victory over death? These were important questions to early
Christians. John is in the midst of a vision of God’s throne and the heavenly scene around it.
He describes the scene using symbols, only some of which have meanings known to us.
Around God’s throne are “twenty-four elders”—perhaps patriarchs and apostles, spirits, and
“four living creatures” — representing creation. These are symbols from the Old Testament. A
“Lamb”, Christ, is the only one worthy to open a scroll perfectly sealed with seven seals,
containing God’s plans for the end-time. Now, as each seal is opened, we learn of the events
of the end-time.
A Reading from the Revelation of John [7:9-17]
I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried
out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship God day
and night within the temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter
them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
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shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. Response: Thanks be to God
Gospel Hymn

Celtic Alleluia
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(vs 1 & 2)

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John [10:22-30]
Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I
are one.”
Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Gospel Hymn
Sermon

Celtic Alleluia

(v. 3, previous page)

The Rev. Curtis Metzger
There may follow a period of silence

The Prayers of the People, Form III

BCP, 387

Presider: We stand as we are able, to bring our prayers to God.
Leader:

Gracious God, we pray for your holy Church;

Response: That we all may be one.
Leader:

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve
you;

Response: That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Leader:

We pray for the Church; for Michael, our presiding bishop, and for
Rob, our bishop. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we remember St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Woodsville. In our Anglican cycle of
prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Rwanda. Envelop your
people with a sense of your risen presence, today and always;
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Response: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.
Leader:

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the
world; especially the leaders of Ukraine and Russia;

Response: That there may be justice and peace on earth.
Leader:

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

Response: That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader:

Leader
Leader

We pray especially for the people on our prayer list. Join me if you
would like in saying their names: Jackie Rogers, Liam Ferguson,
John B. Avery, Bunny Stoddard, Xondra Smith, Tyler Emerson,
Christy Macaulay, David & Deb McRich, Mark Flescher, Noreen
Watts, Sherry Sachritz, Charlena McDufford, Roxy Bowker,
Sandy & Virginia Lyman, Anna Hayden, Sue Wheeler, Larry
Cormier, Amy & Julian, Cindy, Xavi Lopez, Dorothea Williams,
Ursula McNiff, Mark Aslanian, Yolanda, Shari Moore, Andy,
Calvin Cheney, Shirley Briggs, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Peter, Patti
Schaffer, Bonnie Rochelle, James & family, George Ekwall,
Karen Griswold, Rebecca Hill-Larsen, Jim Darges, Valerie
Munday, and Rick Phillips.
and for those you name silently or aloud.
God of Love and Peace, People Hear our prayer

Leader:

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

Response: That they may be delivered from their distress.
Leader:
Leader:

Please offer any prayer for thanksgiving at this time either silently
or aloud.
(pause)
We give thanks for all of our blessings.

Response: And praise your name forever and ever.
Leader:

We remember all those who have died, especially those who have
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died serving their country; and those we wish to name at this time
either silently or aloud; that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom. (pause)
Leader:

Give to the departed eternal rest;

Response: Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Leader:

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

Response: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Confession of Sin
BCP, 360
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Absolution
The Peace

BCP, 360

Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Hymn

The king of love my shepherd is

At the Presentation of our offering,
8 am we say, All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.
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#645, Hymnal

10 am we sing, Ye watchers and ye holy ones (vs. 4)
618, Hymnal
O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing,
Alleluia, alleluia!
To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 2

Enriching Our Worship

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved
over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth,
winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and
taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this
day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):
Page 8

Presider and People (sung at 10 am)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Yellow Pew Card

The Presider continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the
holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then,
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his
friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Now gathered at
your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make
us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the
fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the
world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer

BCP, 364
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Breaking of the bread
Presider: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
People: We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
The Invitation
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God: take them in remembrance that
Christ lived, taught, died, and rose for you; and feed on him in your heart by faith
and with thanksgiving.
Presider: The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. People: Amen
All are welcome at God’s holy table. If you wish to receive a blessing and not the bread and
wine, please come to the rail and cross your arms or ask. Gluten-free wafers are available,
please ask at the altar rail. If you brought your own bread or picked up a host container, you
may consume the Host (bread) now.
The Presider invites someone to consume the consecrated wine on behalf of all.
Hymns during Communion

Eat this Bread

Jim Roan, Cantor

Prayer after Communion
BCP, 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
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of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn Now thank we all our God

397, Hymnal

Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia

Dismissal

(You are invited to stay for the organ postlude or go directly out for our coffee hour.)

Postlude
Please join us for light refreshments in the Parish Hall!
Music copied under OneLicense.net—License # A-714431
Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Hank & Jean-Marie
Peterson in recognition of mothers everywhere and in loving
memory of those no longer with us.
Bret & Lisa Beausoleil
Paul Thorndike and Karen Cheney

TODAY
Tue., May 10th
Wed., May 11th
Sat., May 14th

PARISH CALENDAR
Coffee Hour following the 10:00 am service in the Parish Hall
10:45 am, Centering Prayer in the Parlor
5:00 pm, Dinner Bell, hosted by All Saints’
5:00 pm, Executive Committee
9:00 am, Centering Prayer
9:30 am, Morning Prayer
10:00 am, Book Study: Julian of Norwich
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Presider: The Rev. Curtis Metzger Deacon: The Rev. Paul Higginson
Readers: 8:00 Lisa Beausoleil
10:00 Camille Wharey
Cathy Roan
Intercessor: 8:00 Donna Alexson
10:00 Jean-Marie Peterson
Acolyte:
8:00 Anthony Rodrigues
10:00 Barbara Buckley
Usher: Fred Anderson
Music: Jim Roan, Organist
Altar Guild: Norma St. John & Questa Anderson
Coffee Hour: Sheelagh Higginson & Terri Fillion

When you’re a child she walks before you,
To set an example.
When you’re a teenager she walks behind you,
To be there should you need her.
When you’re an adult she walks beside you,
So that as two friends you can enjoy life
together…
- - - Author Unknown - - -

In the Diocese of New Hampshire: The Rt. Reverend A. Robert Hirschfeld , Bishop
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 35 School Street, Littleton, New Hampshire 03561
Tel: 603-444-3414
web: allsts.org
email: allstslittleton@allsts.org
Office hours: Mon—Thurs 9:00 am—1:00 pm & Fri 9:00 am—Noon
The Reverend Curtis Metzger, Rector
Sheelagh Higginson, Senior Warden
Verna White, Administrative Assistant

The Reverend Paul Higginson, Deacon
Lisa Beausoleil, Junior Warden
Jim Roan, Organist

The Mission of All Saints’ Episcopal Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ by practicing our Christian faith through prayer and acts of love and unconditional kindness.
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